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Arcadia Publishing, 2000. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: Title: Local author writes book about local black history Author: Rodger Mullen Publisher:
The Fayetteville Observer Date: 2/9/2009 Researching black history has its special challenges, Fred Whitted
found. Chief among them is many blacks didn't exist -- in the official record books, that is -- before the Civil War.
"Slaves at that time were just listed as numbers in the census," Whitted said. "They weren't listed as people.”
Whitted, a local historian, is in the process of compiling a history of blacks in Fayetteville. The project will
update a book that Whitted published 10 years ago. He is trying to fill in the gaps from the first book and detail
the achievements of local African-Americans up through the early 21st century. It's a task that has taken the
researcher to churches, homes of long-time residents and even the Library of Congress. "When you start
looking at what Fayetteville's real history is, it's really rich," said Whitted in an interview at the Family Fellowship
Worship Center, where he serves as an elder. "It's one thing to know about people across the country, but there
were movers and shakers here, too." Whitted, 55, grew up in Cumberland and Bladen counties. He graduated
from Massey Hill High School in 1971. In 1975, he earned a degree in political science and history from Winston-
Salem State University. After working in sales, marketing, coaching and politics, Whitted began a career as a
writer and researcher. A 1995 project to detail the histories of black college towns led to a non-published book
Whitted called "Fayetteville: Profiled in Black." From that research, Whitted compiled a shorter, pictorial history
of black Fayetteville. That 128-page book is part of a "Black America Series"...
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