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Thomas J. Brady and Others, Opening Address of George Bliss, Washington, June 2 and 5, December 14, 15, 18,
and 19, 1882 May it please the court, and you, gentlemen of the jury: It has been assigned to me to state to you
the grounds upon which the Government will ask that you pass your judgment upon the action of the
defendants in this case, and to call your attention in some detail to the evidence which we shall present to you
to sustain the charge which we make against them. That charge, gentlemen, is. what is known as conspiracy,
and it is founded upon a statute of the United States which is substantially this: There was an amendment of the
statute in 1879. A portion of this charge relates to a period prior to 1879, and a portion to a period after 1879; so
far as the operative portion of the statute is concerned it remains unchanged. It was the same in both periods.
The statute is this: If two or more persons conspire either to commit any offense against the United States, or to
defraud the United States in any manner, or for any purpose, and one or more of such parties do any act to
effect the object of the conspiracy, all of the parties to such conspiracy shall be liable - to a penalty specified.
That is the amendment to section 5440 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, passed on the 17th of May,
1879. It provides, you will see, gentlemen, that if any two or more persons conspire to defraud the United...
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